
Amend the Following Claims: 

Claim 9, line 1 , delete " 1 " and insert therefor - - 25 - -. 

Claim 1 1 , line 2, delete " the " and insert therefor - - said - -. 

Claim 12, line 1 , delete " 1 " and insert therefor - - 25 - -. 

Claim 17, line 1 , delete " 16 " and insert therefor - - 25 - -. 

Claim 17, line 2, delete " dervice " and insert therefor - - service - -. 

Claim 24, line 5, delete " aurhorization " and insert therefor - - authorization - -. 



REMARKS 

The outstanding Office Action of April 24, 2003 rejects claims 1 through 24 
under 35 U.S.C. 103. In addition, claims 1, 4, 6, 7 and 16 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 112. The application has been amended in response to the Examiner's 
comments and is now believed to be in condition for allowance. 

Specifically, newly submitted independent claim 25, claims 1 through 4 
combined in rewritten form, defines a network communication electronic 
commerce system for a secure online purchase of goods and services from a 
plurality of merchant vendors by a plurality of buyer members comprising a buyer 
member processor for each buyer member to selectively purchase goods and 
services upon a request to any of the merchant vendors through a debit account 
associated with a discrete e-mail address, a merchant vendor processor for each 
merchant vendor to selectively provide such goods and sen/ices upon receipt of a 
purchase request and validation of a debit account balance of any requesting 
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buyer members and a purchase authorization processor to maintain and validate 
the debit account of requesting buyer members and to authorize payment to 
merchant vendors for goods and services purchased through the network 
communication electronic commerce system. The buyer member processor 
comprises means to selectively order or request goods and services from a 
merchant vendor through the merchant vendor processor and to communicate 
with the purchase authorization processor to maintain and access the buyer 
member account. The merchant vendor processor comprises a means to receive 
purchase requests from a buyer member processor and to generate and transmit 
validation/authentication inquiries upon receipt of purchase requests to the 
purchase authorization processor and to receive discrete buyer member 
authorization message in response thereto and to fill purchase requests upon 
receipt of the corresponding discrete buyer member authorization message and 
receive payment therefore. The purchase authorization processor comprises 
means including an online buyer member account balance data section to 
maintain current account balances for each buyer member and to selectively 
generate discrete buyer member authorization messages fed to the merchant 
vendor processor when the account balance of a requesting buyer member is 
sufficient to cover the goods or services requested and to notify the buyer member 
processor of the purchase authorization and an online buyer member transaction 
section to receive credit/deposit transactions from individual buyer member 
processors and credit the corresponding current account balance and the online 
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buyer member account balance data section to receive purchase transaction data 
including goods and services purchased together with corresponding prices and 
merchant vendor infomnation from the online buyer member account balance data 
section and to transfer the credit/deposit transaction and purchasing transaction 
data to an off line buyer member data section to maintain individual buyer member 
credit/deposit and purchase histories, and to effect merchant vendor payments to 
merchant vendors through the corresponding merchant vendor processor upon 
receipt of a discrete buyer member authorization from the online buyer member 
account balance data section. 

As discussed more fully herein, none of the references either teach or 
suggest the structure claimed in newly submitted independent claim 25. 
Accordingly, newly submitted independent claim 25 is believed allowable and such 
is respectively requested. 

Moreover, dependent claims 9 through 15 and 17 through 24 have been 
amended to depend either directly or indirectly from newly submitted independent 
claim 25. While each contains additional elements, each of these dependent 
claims contains all the elements of newly submitted independent claim 25 and 
therefore is also believed in condition for allowance. 

Newly submitted independent claim 26, claims 1 , 5 and 6 combined in 
rewritten form, defines a network communication electronic commerce system for 
a secure online purchase of goods and services from a plurality of merchant 
vendors by a plurality of buyer members comprising a buyer member processor for 
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each buyer member to selectively purchase goods and services upon a request to 
any of the merchant vendors through a debit account associated with a discrete e- 
mail address, a merchant vendor processor for each merchant vendor to 
selectively provide such goods and services upon receipt of a purchase request 
and validation of a debit account balance of any requesting buyer members and a 
purchase authorization processor to maintain and validate the debit account of 
requesting buyer members and to authorize payment to merchant vendors for 
goods and services purchased through the network communication electronic 
commerce system. The merchant vendor processor comprises a means to 
receive purchase requests from a buyer member processor and to generate and 
transmit validation/authentication inquiries upon receipt of purchase requests to 
the purchase authorization processor and to receive discrete buyer member 
authorization message in response thereto and to fill purchase requests upon 
receipt of the corresponding discrete buyer member authorization message and 
receive payment therefore. The purchase authorization processor comprises 
means including an online buyer member account balance data section to 
maintain current account balances for each buyer member and to selectively 
generate discrete buyer member authorization messages fed to the merchant 
vendor processor when the account balance of a requesting buyer member is 
sufficient to cover the goods or services requested and to notify the buyer member 
processor of the purchase authorization and an online buyer member transaction 
section to receive credit/deposit transactions from individual buyer member 
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processors and credit the corresponding current account balance and the online 
buyer member account balance data section to receive purchase transaction data 
including goods and services purchased together with corresponding prices and 
merchant vendor information from the online buyer member account balance data 
section and to transfer the credit/deposit transaction and purchasing transaction 
data to an off line buyer member data section to maintain individual buyer member 
credit/deposit and purchase histories, and to effect merchant vendor payments to 
merchant vendors through the corresponding merchant vendor processor upon 
receipt of a discrete buyer member authorization from the buyer member account 
balance data section. 

As discussed more fully herein, none of the references either teach or 
suggest the structure claimed in newly submitted independent claim 26. 
Accordingly, newly submitted independent claim 26 is believed allowable and such 
is respectively requested. 

Newly submitted independent claim 27, claims 1 , 7 and 8 combined in 
rewritten fonn, defines a network communication electronic commerce system for 
a secure online purchase of goods and services from a plurality of merchant 
vendors by a plurality of buyer members comprising a buyer member processor for 
each buyer member to selectively purchase goods and services upon a request to 
any of the merchant vendors through a debit account associated with a discrete e- 
mail address, a merchant vendor processor for each merchant vendor to 
selectively provide such goods and services upon receipt of a purchase request 
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and validation of a debit account balance of any requesting buyer members and a 
purchase authorization processor to maintain and validate the debit account of 
requesting buyer members and to authorize payment to merchant vendors for 
goods and services purchased through the network communication electronic 
commerce system. The purchase authorization processor comprises means 
including an online buyer member account balance data section to maintain 
current account balances for each buyer member and to selectively generate 
discrete buyer member authorization messages fed to the merchant vendor 
processor when the account balance of a requesting buyer member is sufficient to 
cover the goods or services requested and to notify the buyer member processor 
of the purchase authorization and an online buyer member transaction section to 
receive credit/deposit transactions from individual buyer member processors and 
credit the corresponding current account balance and the online buyer member 
account balance data section to receive purchase transaction data including goods 
and services purchased together with corresponding prices and merchant vendor 
information from the online buyer member account balance data section and to 
transfer the credit/deposit transaction and purchasing transaction data to an off 
line buyer member data section to maintain individual buyer member credit/deposit 
and purchase histories, and to effect merchant vendor payments to merchant 
vendors through the corresponding merchant vendor processor upon receipt of a 
discrete buyer member authorization from the buyer member account balance 
data section. The buyer member processor comprises means to selectively order 
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or request goods and services from a merchant vendor through the merchant 
vendor processor and to communicate with the purchase authorization processor 
to maintain and access the buyer member account. 

As discussed more fully hereinafter, none of the references either teach or 
suggest the structure claimed in newly submitted independent claim 27. 
Accordingly, newly submitted independent claim 27 is believed allowable and such 
is respectively requested. 

Rose relates to a computerized payment system for purchasing goods and 
services on the internet. More particularly, Rose discloses a method and system 
for use on a quasi-public network, such as the Internet, to enable users of the 
network to conduct commercial transactions involving a payment of funds by one 
user to another user of the network. The method includes operating a computer 
system for sending and receiving messages from users over the network. Upon 
receiving a message over the network from a qualified user-seller, a message is 
sent over the network to the user-buyer identified in the message from the user- 
seller requesting confirmation of a transaction identified in the message received 
from the user-seller. Upon receiving a confinnation over the network from the 
user-buyer, payment information is sent by secure channels off the network to an 
agent of the user-seller. Upon receipt of an authorization code from the seller's 
agent, the authorization code is encrypted and sent to the user-seller over the 
network. 
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Davis discloses an Internet payment system using a smart card. 
Specifically, Davis discloses an architecture and system using a smart card for 
payment of goods and/or services purchased on-line over the Internet. A payment 
server includes a computer and tenninals that contain security cards to handle the 
transaction, data store and collection. A merchant server advertising the goods 
and/or services offered by a merchant for sale on a web site is also a component. 
In use, the merchant contracts with an acquirer to accept smart card payments for 
goods and/or services purchased over the Internet. A consumer uses a smart 
card at the client terminal in order to purchase goods and/or services from the 
remote merchant server. The client temiinal emulates a security card in 
interacting with the smart card. Responses received are sent as a draw request 
message to the payment server. The payment server then emulates the smart 
card in an interaction with the security card. The security card delivers the 
expected smart card signature to the payment server and/or on to the client 
terminal or merchant server to reduce message traffic between the entities on the 
network. The comparison of the smart card signature to an expected value can 
occur at any location. Encryption is used for security. 

Although Rose and Davis describe similar functionality as that of Applicant's 
invention, there is no teaching or motivation to combine these two (2) references 
to render Applicant's invention obvious. 

In view of the amendments contained herein and the discussion in support 
thereof, allowance of this application is respectfully requested. 




14 



Notwithstanding, In the event that this response does not completely and 
fully address the matters and issues set forth in the outstanding Office Action, 
Examiner Jasmin is invited to contact Applicant's attorney by telephone in order to 
expeditiously conclude this prosecution. 



Respectfully submitted, 




ARTHUR W. FISHER, III 
Registration No. 26,453 



AWF: dmas 

5553 West Waters Ave. #316 
Tampa, Florida 33634-1212 
(813) 885-2006 

Date October 24, 2003 
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What I s c l olmod i s; 

1 X A network rommunlcation electronic commerce system forJJiesew 

2 online purchase of goods and services from a plurality of merchant 

3 vendors by a plurality of buyer members comprising a buyer member 

4 processor for each buyer member to selectively purchase goods and 

5 services upon a request to any of the merchant vendors through a debit 

6 account associated with a discrete e-mail address, a merchant vendor 

7 processor for each merchant vendor to selectively provide such goods and 

8 services upon receipt of a purchase request and validation ofji^debit 

9 account balance of any requesting buyer members and a purchase 

10 authorization processor to maintain and validate the debit account of 

11 requesting buyer members and to authorize payment to merchant vendors 

12 for goods and services purchased through said network communication 

13 electronic commerce system, 

1 TTio notwoijtjaomnTOnlQaon oiodron l c comrnGrc c syst c mof Ci o i nH : — 

2 whereift-sald buyer member processor comprises means to selectively 

3 order or request goods and services ftiom a merchant vendor through said 

4 merchant vendor processor and to communicate with the purchase 

5 authorization processor to maintein and access the buyer member 

6 account, yL^ 

r!...t) 

1 —-35 TTiQ n o tworirf n mmi mir a tion electronic comm e rce sy s tem of Goim 2 — 

2 .^wherein said merchant vendor processor comprises a means to receive 

3 purchase requests from a buyer member processor and to generate and 
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4 transmit validation/authentication inquiries upon receipt of purchase 

5 requests to said purchase authorization processor and to receive discrete ' 

6 buyer member authorization message In response thereto and to fill 

7 purchase requests upon receipt of the corresponding disoBte buyer 

8 member authorization message and receive payment therefore^ P ^ 

1 — Hie i ieLw{uriCtj u w ^^ co mmeicc i > y iilo in of Qalm 3 - 

2 wherein said purchase authorization processor comprises means Including 

3 an online buyer member account balance data section to maintain current 

4 account balances for each buyer member and to selectively generate 

5 discrete b^er member authorization messages fed to said merchant 

6 vendor processor when the account balance of a requesting buyer 

7 member is sufficient to cover tiie goods or services requested and to notify 

8 said buyer member processor of the purchase authorization; an online 

9 buyer member transaction section to receive credit/deposit transactions 

10 from individual buyer member processors and credit the corresponding 

11 current account balance n the buyer member account balance data 

12 section, to receive purchase transaction data including goods and services 

13 . purchased together witii comesponding prices and merchant vendor 

14 Information from said buyer member account balance data section and to 

15 transfer the credit/deposit transaction and purchasing transaction data to 

16 an ofF line buyer member data section to maintain individual buyer 

17 member credit/deposit and purchase histories, and to effect merchant 

18 vendor payments to merchant vendors tiirough said corresponding 

19 merchant vendor processor upon receipt of a discrete buyer member 
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authorization from said buyer memiser account balance data section on 
online buyer member transaction section. 



■5r— fhe network communication olortronte -eem mei t e sybUaii of Ciaitn 1 — 
wtierein said merdiant vendor processor comprises a means to receive 
purdiase requests from a buyer member processor and to generate ar 
transmit valldation/auttienticatlon inquiries upon receipt of purdias 
requests to said purdiase autiiorization processor and to recej^ discrete 

^er member authorization message in response theretp^nd to fill 
puroiase requests upon receipt of the corresponding^iscrete buyer 
memb^r^uthorization message and receive payment therefore. 

6. The networi< communication electronic ^eommerce system of Qaim 5 

wherein said purchase authorization processor comprises means including 
an online buyer membe^^ccoym balance data section to maintain current 
account balances for each/bOyer member and to selectiveiy generate 
discrete buyer memtei^ autiiorization messages fed to said merchant 
vendor processop^hen the account balance of a requesting buyer 
member is sufficient to cover the goods or services requested and to notify 
said buyer member processor of ttie purchase autiiorization; an online 
buyer member b^nsaction section to receive credit/de|3^it b^nsactions 
from individual buyer member processors and credit the coh^pondlng 
current account balance n the buyer member account balance d^ 
section, to receive purchase bcinsaction data including goods and serV|ces 
purchased together witii corresponding prices and merchant vendor 
Informa uu i i fiu iii sdiU b uye nne mber acc o unt balanc o d o ta s e c t ion d nU O r 




^flthatJs- c i o i m Q d i s s 

1 A network communication electronic commerce system for secure 

2 online purchase of goods and services from a plurality of merchant 

3 vendors by a plurality of buyer members comprising a buyer member 

4 processor for each buyer member to selectively purchase goods and 

5 services upon a request to any of the merchant vendors through a debit 

6 account associated with a discrete e-mail address, a merchant vendor 

7 processor for each merchant vendor to selectively provide such goods and 

A. 

8 services upon receipt of a purchase request and validation of jt^ debit 

9 account balance of any requesting buyer members and a purchase 

10 authorization processor to maintain and validate the debit account of 

11 requesting buyer members and to authorize payment to merchant vendors 

12 for goods and services purchased through said network communication 

13 electronic commerce system^ 

^4;- The n e twork commun i cation ele ctronic - comm er ce s y stem of C l aim 1 — 

2 wherein said buyer member processor comprises means to seleeti^ely 

3 Ofd^or request goods and services from a merchanirvendor through said 

4 merchanhfCjidor processor and to z^^x^x^^^X.^ witfi the purchase 

5 authorization procefeocto^malntein and access the buyer member 

6 account. 

1 3. JHenetworic communication electronic commferGe^stem of Claim 2 

2 wherein said merchant vendor processor comprises a meahs4;oreceive 
^ — (^tfgaiagg:iPiyTPgfr^^ l uiyMi ii iMm i iP f p fftgpcfor f^nd to g en e r a ^^^^ ,^ 
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Tha nphA/prk fY^mmi inlratinn n l prh t w i i i i i i mii iPi rP «y rt-pm nf r i nim 1 

-4&toao said merchant vendor processor comprises a means tx) receive 
purchase requests from a buyer member processor and to generate and 
transmit validation/authentication inquiries upon receipt of purchase 
requests to said purchase authorization processor and to receive discrete 
buyer member authorization me^ge in response thereto and to fill 
purchase requests upon receipt of the corresponding discrete buyer 
member ^utiiorization message and receive payment therefore^ /\!^ Q 

■^Fhe- nptworicT lS nTmn comm G rc o syst om o f Q aim 5 



■JMbei^tfl said purchase authorization processor comprises means including 



an online buyer member account balance data section to maintain current 
account balances for each buyer member and to selectively generate 
discrete buyer member authorization messages fed to said merchant 
vendor processor when the account balance of a requesting buyer 
member is sufficient to cover the goods or services requested and to notif/ 
said buyer member processor of the purchase authorization; an online 
buyer member transaction section to receive credit/deposit transactions 
from individual buyer member processors and credit the corresponding 
current account balance n the buyer member account balance data 
section, to receive purchase transaction data including goods and services 
purchased together with con^ponding prices and merchant vendor 
infomnation from said buyer member account balance data section and to 




15 transfer the credit/deposit transaction and purchasing transaction data to 

16 an off line buyer member data section to maintain individual buyer 

17 member credit/deposit and purchase histories, and to effect merchant 

18 vendor payments to merchant vendors through said corresponding 

19 merchant vendor processor upon receipt of a discrete buyer member 

20 authorization from said buyer member account balance data section on 

21 online buyer member transaction section. 

-^jCL_-^Z. ^1 he nettrofl^eem mun i catio olo ctronic comm e rce syst e m of C laim4 

wherein said purchase authorization processor comprises means Includin^^^ 

3 \^ an onlipe {)uyer member account balance data section to maintaip^rrent 

4 account balances for each buyer member and to selective)y^nerate 

5 dScrete buyer member authorization messages fe0>to said merchant 

6 vendor pl^essor when the account balanced a requesting buyer 

7 member is sumfcient to cover the gopds or services requested and to notify 

8 said buyer member p^Qcessor>0fthe purchase authorization; an online 

9 buyer member transactidnsection to receive credit/deposit transactions 

10 from individual bp^ei^ember^ and credit the corresponding 

11 current aaodnt balance n the buyer rn^rqber account balance data 

12 sectiori; to receive purchase transaction data ihqiuding goods and services 

13 pfurchased together with corresponding prices and mBrchant vendor 

14 X information from said buyer member account balance data'SMtion and to 

15 y/^ transfer the credit/deposit transaction and purchasing transactiohs^ta to 
IV an off line buyer member data section to maintain Individual buyer 

-JJ— -membeLja:edlt/deposit3nd-puf#^ase^ 
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A network communication electronic commerce system forj^ secure 
online purchase of goods and services from a plurality of merchant 
vendors by a plurality of buyer members comprising a buyer member 
processor for each buyer member to selectively purchase goods and 
services upon a request to any of the merchant vendors through a debit 
account associated with a discrete e-mall address, a merchant vendor 
processor for each merchant vendor to selectively provide such goods and 

A 

services upon receipt of a purchase request and validation ofjtNe debit 
account balance of any requesting buyer members and a purchase 
authorization processor to maintain and validate the debit account of 
requesting buyer members and to authorize payment to merchant vendors 
for goods and services purchased through said network communication 



electronic commerce system^ 



commerce system-of-Glaim-4 




wherein said buyer member processor comprises means to selectiyery 
^der or request goods and services from a merchanp^efiHor through said 
merchaht-vendor^^ and to con^^ with the purchase 
authorization processor-tQjrialn^lTfand access the buyer member 
account. 



1 3. Thejjet^ori< communication electronic commerce^system of Claim 2 

2 wherein said merchant vendor processor comprises a meanslTo-r^eive 
- 3 — -^yr€hase-ff=eqtfests-fro m -Q-b uy er- m e m bef^^ 
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jn off line buyer member data section tojjiaiirtatfn^ buyer 
member creditTSeDositand jjuftfiase histories, and to effect merchant 
vendor paymenjs^merchant vendorS^tfvQugh said corresponding 
merjMnt vendor processor upon receipt of a discreteTjuygr member 
authorization from said buyer member account balance data section on 
- o nli ne buyor member tr aftsaGtiott-sectiOQ — 



■Jh e - notworic communication e l ect i t)nic com m eite sys te m of C l aim 1 — 
-whereh| said purchase authorization processor comprises means including 



an online buyer member account balance data section to maintain current 
account balances for each buyer member and to selectively generate 
discrete buyer member authorization messages fed to said merchant 
vendor processor when the account balance of a requesting buyer 
member is sufficient to cover the goods or services requested and to notify 
said buyer member processor of the purchase authorization; an online 
buyer member transaction section to receive credit/deposit transactions 
from individual buyer member processors and credit the corresponding 
current account balance n tiie buyer member account balance data 
section, to receive purchase transaction data including goods and services 
purchased together with corresponding prices and merchant vendor 
information from said buyer member account balance data section and to 
transfer the credit/deposit transaction and purchasing transaction data to 
an ofF line buyer member data section to maintain individual buyer 
member aedit/deposit and purchase histories, and to effect merchant 




18 vendor payments to merchant vendors through said corresponding 

19 merchant vendor processor upon receipt of a discrete buyer member 

20 authorization from said buyer member account baiance data section err 
21 — ^enltRe-buye r mombor tr a nsactior^ -sectioru- ^^-^ 

1- 8; The-nel w c ^ ' t omiri u i ^ e l yt lrD mc comm o rc o system of - Qoim - 7 - 

_2 wheFem'said buyer member processor comprises means to selectively 

3 order or request goods and services from a merchant vendor through said 

4 merchant vendor processor and to communicate with the purchase 

5 authorization processor to maintain and access the buyer member 

6 account. 

1 9. The networic communication electronic commerce system of Claim^ 

2 wherein said purchase authorization is implemented through a central 

3 function through a central clearing organizati'on to authorize the merchant 

4 vendor having a corresponding merchant vendor processor to sell goods 

5 and services to requesting buyer members. 

1 10. The networic communication electronic commerce system of Claim 9 

2 wherein each buyer member establishes a debit account by depositing an 

3 amount with the central clearing organization. 

1 11. The network communication electronic commerce system of Claim 10 

2 wherein the deposit is made online througRS^buyer member processor. 

1 12. The network communication electronic commerce system of Qaim^ 

2 further comprises means to create a buyer member account, assign a 

3 unique e-maii address for each buyer member account with the deposit 



and all subsequent online communications regatxling any particular buyer 
member Is associated only with unique e-mail address. 

The network communication electronic commerce system of Qaim 10 
wherein the deposit is made to the central clearing organization. 

The network communication electronic wmmerce system of Qaim 13 
wherein the central clearing organization creates a buyer member account; 
assigns a unique e-mail address for each buyer member account with the 
deposit and all subsequent online communications regarding any particular 
buyer member Is assodated only with unique e-mail address assign. 

The network communication electronic commerce system of Qalm 9 
wherein the central clearing organization aeates a buyer member account; 
assigns a unique e-mail address for each buyer member account with the 
deposit and all subsequent online communications regarding any particular 
buyer member is assodated only with unique e-mail address assign. 

The network communication eledronic commerce system of aalm 3 
wherein said purchase authorization processor comprises means induding 
an online buyer member account balance data section to maintain cun^nt 
account balances for each buyer member and to selectively generate 
discrete buyer member auttiorlzation messages ffed to said merchant 
vendor processor when tiie account balance of a requesting buyer 
member is suffident to cover the goods or services requested and to notify 
said buyer member processor of tiie purchase autiiorlzation; an online 
buyer member transaction section to receive credit/deposit transactions 



from individual buyer meml)er processors and credit the corresponding 
current account balance n the buyer member account balance data 
section, to receive purchase transaction data including goods and services 
purchased together with corresponding prices and merchant vendor 
information from said buyer member account balance data section and to 
transfer the credit/deposit transaction and purchasing transaction data to 
an off line buyer member data section to maintain individual buyer 
member credit/deposit and purchase histories, and to dfect merchiant 
vendor payments to merchant vendors through said coniesponding 
merchant vendor processor upon receipt of a discrete buyer member 
authorization from said buyer member account balance data section on 
online buyer member transaction section and further comprises a central 
clearing organization operating said purchase authorization to authorize 
the merchant vendor having a corresponding merchant vendor processor 
to sell goods and services to any of the buyer members. 

The networic communication elecbx)nic commerce system of aalm le' 
wherein a buyer member selects a desired product orddv^Slrom a 
merchant vendor on said buyer member processor which transmits a 
purchase request to the merchant vendor processor, merchant vendor 
processor inquires of said buyer member account balance data section of 
the purchase authorization processor to determine if the buyer member 
has sufficient funds on account with said central clearing organization to 
pay for the desired goods or services and to generate and transmit a 



purchase authorization to the inquiring merchant vendor processor when 
sufficient funds exisL 

The networl( communication electronic commerce system of Qaim 17 
wherein said purchase authorization processor Includes an off-line buyer 
data base to receive the debit and notifies the buyer member processor of 
the purchase authorization and debits the buyer member account. 

The networl< communication electronic commerce system of aalm 18 
wherein the off-line buyer member data base includes means to determine 
the specific amount to be paid each merchant vendor for each product or 
service purchased by buyer members after deducting a clearing charge for 
the corresponding purchase. 

The networic communication electronic commerce system of Qalm 19 
wherein the oflF-llne buyer member data base purchase authorization 
processor includes memory to maintain ^ account and purchase 
histories of each buyer member oflF line to furttier protect puixtiaslng 
habits and account funds of the buyer member. 

The networic communication elertronlc commerce system of Qalm 18 
wherein the oflF-IIne buyer member data base purchase authorization 
processor includes memory to maintain both account and purchase 
histories of each buyer member off line to furttier protect purchasing 
habits and account funds of the buyer member. 



The network communication electronic commerce system of Qalm 17 
wherein said purdiase auttiorization processor transmits payment directly 
to said merdiant vendor processor of tlie participating member vendor. 

The networic communication electronic commerce system of Qalm 17 
wherein said purchase authorization processor transmits payment directiy 
to said merchant vendor processor of the participating member vendor 
through a depository. 

The networic communication electronic commerce system of Qalm 17 
wherein If the account balance is insuflRdent to pay for a particular 
purxiiase request; both the merchant vendor and buyer member are 
notified by the central clearing organization as the buyer member account 
balance data of the purchagg goriioriz a tiorf processor generates and 
transmits a declination message to said merchant vendor processor and 
said buyer member processor. 



